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Interdisciplinary studies in anthropology and law (also called “legal anthropology”) include the 

following general subject areas (among others): human rights; the clash of non-western and western 

cultural beliefs and related legal structures; legal pluralism in multicultural settings; rights of 

minorities and religious groups; criticisms of racial concepts; rights of indigenous peoples, 

including land claims and intellectual property rights in their cultural beliefs and knowledge; non-

western and alternative methods of dispute or conflict resolution; and analysis of the cultural 

dynamics at play within western legal systems. 

 

Set forth below is a non-exhaustive list of books and articles that address the related theoretical 

issue of how social group identities (including culture groups, subcultures, ethnicities, nationalist 

movements, and other forms of social networks) are created, maintained, and change over time, and 

the ways in which individuals may subscribe to and participate in multiple social groups and 

networks. 

 

 

Studies of Ethnicity, Social Identities, and Intersecting Social Dimensions 

 
Alcoff, Linda M. (1995). Mestizo Identity. In American Mixed Race: The Culture of 

Microdiversity, edited by Naomi Zack, pp. 257–278. Lanham, MD: Rowman and 

Littlefield. 

 
Anderson, Benedict (1991). Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of 

Nationalism. London: Verso. 

 

Appiah, K. Anthony (1994). Identity, Authenticity, Survival: Multicultural Societies and Social 

Reproduction. In Multiculturalism, edited by Amy Gutman, pp. 149–163. Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press. 

 
Balibar, Etienne, and Immanuel Wallerstein, editors (1991). Race, Nation, Class: Ambiguous 

Identities. London: Verso. 

 
Banks, Marcus (1996). Ethnicity: Anthropological Constructions. London: Routledge. 



2 
 

 

Barford, P., et al. (1991). Between the Slavs, Balts, and Germans: Ethnic Problems in the 

Archaeology and History of Podlasie. Archaeologia Polona 29: 123–60. 

 
Barth, Fredrik, editor (1969). Ethnic Groups and Boundaries: The Social Organization of Cultural 

Difference. London: Allen and Unwin. 

 

Barth, Fredrik (1998a). Introduction. In Ethnic Groups and Boundaries: The Social Organization of 

Culture Difference, edited by Fredrik Barth, pp. 9–38. Prospect Heights, Illinois: Waveland Press. 

 
Barth, Fredrik (1998b). Pathan Identity and Its Maintenance.  In Ethnic Groups and Boundaries: 

The Social Organization of Culture Difference, edited by Fredrik Barth, pp. 117–134. Prospect 

Heights, Illinois: Waveland Press. 

 
Barth, Fredrik (2000). Boundaries and Connections. In Signifying Identities: Anthropological 

Perspectives on Boundaries and Contested Values, edited by Andrew P. Cohen, pp. 15– 

36. London: Routledge. 

 
Bentley, G. Carter (1987). Ethnicity and Practice. Comparative Studies in Society and History 

29(1): 24–55. 

 
Berlin, Ira (1996). From Creole to African: Atlantic Creoles and the Origins of African- 

American Society in Mainland North America. William & Mary Quarterly (3d series) 

53(2): 251–288. 

 
Blakey, Michael L. (1990). American Nationality and Ethnicity in the Depicted Past. In The 

Politics of the Past, edited by Peter Gathercole and David Lowenthal, pp. 38–48. London: Unwin 

Hyman. 

 
Brown, L. K., and K. Mussell, editors (1984). Ethnic and Regional Foodways in the United 

States: The Performance of Group Identity. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press. 

 
Brumfiel, Elizabeth M. (1994). Ethnic Groups and Political Development in Ancient Mexico. In 

Factional Competition and Political Development in the New World, edited by Elizabeth M. 

Brumfiel and John W. Fox, pp. 89–102. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Bruner, Edward M. (1993). Epilogue: Creative Persona and the Problem of Authenticity.  In 

Creativity/Anthropology, edited by Lavie, S., Narayan, K., and Rosaldo, R., pp. 321–334. Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press. 

 
Bunzl, Matti (2007). Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia: Hatreds Old and New in Europe. 

Chicago: Prickly Paradigm Press. 

 
Burke, Heather (1999). Meaning and Ideology in Historical Archaeology: Style, Social Identity, 

and Capitalism in an Australian Town. New York: Kluwer Academic and Plenum Publishers. 
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Clifford, James (1994). Diasporas. Cultural Anthropology 9(3): 302–338. 

 

Cohen, Andrew P., editor (2000). Signifying Identities: Anthropological Perspectives on 

Boundaries and Contested Values. London: Routledge. 

 
Collier, Jane F., Bill Maurer, and Liliana Suárez-Navaz (1995). Sanctioned Identities: Legal 

Constructions of Modern Parenthood. 2 Identities 1-27. 

 

Collins, Patricia H. (1998). It’s all in the Family: Intersections of Gender, Race, and Nation. 

Hypatia 13(3): 62–82. 

Cox, O. C. (1948). Caste, Class, and Race: A Study in Social Dynamics. New York: Doubleday. 

Csikszentmihalyi, Mihaly, and Eugene Rochberg-Halton (1981). The Meanings of Things: 

Domestic Symbols and the Self. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Danielsen, Dan, and Karen Engle, editors (1995). After Identity: A Reader in Law and Culture. 

New York: Routledge. 

 

De Vos, George (1975). Ethnic Pluralism: Conflict and Accommodation. In Ethnic Identity: 

Cultural Continuities and Change, edited by George De Vos and Lola Romanucci-Ross, pp. 5–41. 

Palo Alto, California: Mayfield Publishing. 

 
Dietler, Michael (1994). “Our Ancestors the Gauls”: Archaeology, Ethnic Nationalism, and the 

Manipulation of Celtic Identity in Modern Europe. American Anthropologist 96: 584– 

605. 

 
Dietler, Michael, and Ingrid Herbich (1998). Habitus, Techniques, Style: An Integrated Approach 

to the Social Understanding of Material Culture and Boundaries. In The Archaeology of Social 

Boundaries, edited by Miriam T. Stark, pp. 232–263.  Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution 

Press. 

 
Dongoske, K. E., et al. (1997). Archaeological Cultures and Cultural Affiliation: Hopi and Zuni 

Perspectives in the American Southwest. American Antiquity 62: 600–608. 

 
Donnan, Hastings, and Thomas M. Wilson (1999). Borders: Frontiers of Identity, Nation and 

State. Oxford: Berg. 

 

Emberling, Geoff (1997). Ethnicity in Complex Societies: Archaeological Perspectives. Journal of 

Archaeological Research 5(4): 295–344. 

 
Eriksen, Thomas (2002). Ethnicity and Nationalism: Anthropological Perspectives. London: 

Pluto. 

 
Fennell, Christopher C. (2000). Conjuring Boundaries: Inferring Past Identities from Religious 

Artifacts.  International Journal of Historical Archaeology 4(4): 281–313. 
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Fennell, Christopher C. (2003). Group Identity, Individual Creativity and Symbolic Generation in 

a BaKongo Diaspora. International Journal of Historical Archaeology 7(1):1–31. 

 

Fennell, Christopher C. (2007). Crossroads and Cosmologies: Diasporas and Ethnogenesis in 

the New World. Gainesville: University Press of Florida. 

 

Fennell, Christopher C. (2017). Broken Chains and Subverted Plans: Ethnicity, Race, and 

Commodities. Gainesville: University Press of Florida. 

 
Ferguson, Leland G. (1992). Uncommon Ground: Archaeology and Early African America. 

Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press. 

 
Franklin, Maria, and Garrett Fesler (1999). The Exploration of Ethnicity and the Historical 

Archaeological Record.  In Historical Archaeology, Identity Formation, and the 

Interpretation of Ethnicity, edited by Maria Franklin and Garrett Fesler, pp. 1–10. 

Williamsburg, Virginia: Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. 
 

Friedman, Jonathan (1989). Culture, Identity and World Process. In Domination and Resistance, 

edited by Daniel Miller, Michael Rowlands, and Christopher Tilley, pp. 246–260. London: 

Routledge. 

 
Friedman, Jonathan (1992). The Past in the Future: History and the Politics of Identity. 94(4) 

American Anthropologist 837–59. 

 
Gomez, Michael A. (1998). Exchanging Our Country Marks: The Transformation of African 

Identities in the Colonial and Antebellum South. Chapel Hill, North Carolina: University of North 

Carolina Press. 

 
Gracia, Jorge J. E. (1999). The Nature of Ethnicity with Special Reference to Hispanic/Latino 

Identity. Public Affairs Quarterly 13(1): 25–42. 

 
Graham, Barbara L. (2018). Social Identity and the Law: Race, Sexuality, and Intersectionality. 

New York: Routledge. 

 

Guidieri, Remo, Francesco Pellizi, and Stanley Tambiah, editors (1988). Ethnicities and Nations: 

Processes of Interethnic Relations in Latin America, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific. Austin: 

University of Texas Press. 

 
Gundaker, Grey (1998). Signs of Diaspora, Diaspora of Signs: Literacies, Creolization, and 

Vernacular Practices in African America. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 
Gundaker, Grey (2000). Creolization, Complexity and Time. Historical Archaeology 34(3): 124– 

133. 

 
Hall, Stuart (1980). Race, Articulation and Societies Structured in Dominance. In Sociological 
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Theories: Race and Colonialism, pp. 305–345. Paris: UNESCO. 

 
Handler, Richard (1994). Is “Identity” a Useful Cross-cultural Concept?  In Commemorations: The 

Politics of National Identity, edited by J. R. Gillis, pp. 27–40. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton 

University Press. 

 
Hobsbawn, Eric J., and Terence D. Ranger, editors (1983). The Invention of Tradition. New 

York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Hodder, Ian (2000). Agency and Individuals in Long-Term Processes. In Agency in Archaeology, 

edited by Marcia-Anne Dobres and John E. Robb, pp. 21–33. London: Routledge. 

 
Holland, Dorothy, William Lachicotte, Debra Skinner, and Carole Cain (2001). Identity and 

Agency in Cultural Worlds. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

 
Horning, Audrey J. (1999). In Search of “Hollow Ethnicity:” Archaeological Explorations of 

Rural Mountain Settlement. In Historical Archaeology, Identity Formation, and the 

Interpretation of Ethnicity, edited by Maria Franklin and Garrett Fesler, pp. 121–137. 

Williamsburg, Virginia: Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. 

 
Howson, Jean E. (1990). Social Relations and Material Culture: A Critique of the Archaeology 

of Plantation Slavery. Historical Archaeology 24(4): 78–91. 

 

Hutchinson, John, and Anthony Smith, editors (1996). Ethnicity. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

 
Jones, Sian (1997). The Archaeology of Ethnicity: Constructing Identities in the Past and the 

Present. London: Routledge. 

 
Jones, Sian (1999). Historical Categories and the Praxis of Idetity: The Interpretation of 

Ethnicity in Historical Archaeology. In Historical Archaeology: Back from the Edge, edited by 

Pedro P. A. Funari, Martin hall, and Sian Jones, pp. 219–232. London: Routledge. 

 
Kelly, Marsha C., and Roger E. Kelly (1980). Approaches to Ethnic Identification in Historical 

Archaeology. In Archaeological Perspectives on Ethnicity in America, edited by Robert L. 

Schuyler, pp. 133–144. Farmingdale, New York: Baywood Publishing Co. 

Lash, Scott, and Jonathan Friedman, editors (1992). Modernity and Identity. Oxford: Blackwell. 

McGuire, Randall H. (1982). The Study of Ethnicity in Historical Archaeology. Journal of 

Anthropological Archaeology 1: 159–178. 

 
McWhorter, Ladelle (2004). Sex, Race, and Biopower: A Foucauldian Genealogy. Hypatia 

19(3): 38–62. 

 
Mintz, Sidney W. and Richard Price (1976). An Anthropological Approach to the Afro-American 
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Past: A Caribbean Perspective. ISHI Occasional Papers in Social Change, Volume 2. Philadelphia:  

Institute for the Study of Human Issues. 

 
Morgan, Philip D. (1998). Slave Counterpoint: Black Culture in the Eighteenth-Century 

Chesapeake & Lowcountry. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. 

 
Morris, Brian (1994). Anthropology of the Self: The Individual in Cultural Perspective. London: 

Pluto Press. 

 
Orser, Charles E., Jr. (1991). The Archaeological Search for Ethnicity in the Historic United 

States. Archaeologia Polona 29: 109–121. 

 
Palmer, Colin A. (1995). From Africa to the Americas: Ethnicity in the Early Black 

Communities of the Americas. Journal of World History 6(2): 223–236. 

 
Perry, Warren and Robert Paynter (1999). Artifacts, Ethnicity, and the Archaeology of African 

Americans. In “I, Too, Am America:” Archaeological Studies of African-American Life, edited by 

Theresa A. Singleton, pp. 299–310. Charlottesville, Virginia: University Press of Virginia. 

 

Pollard, Helen P. (1994). Ethnicity and Political Control in a Complex Society: the Tarascan 

State of PreHispanic Mexico. In Factional Competition and Political Development in the New 

World, edited by Elizabeth M. Brumfiel and John W. Fox, pp. 79–88. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

 
Praetzellis, Adrian, Mary Praetzellis and Marley Brown III (1987). Artifacts as Symbols of 

Identity: An Example from Sacramento’s Gold Rush Era Chinese Community. In Living in Cities: 

Current Research in Urban Archaeology, edited by Edward Staski, pp. 38–47. Ann Arbor, 

Michigan: Society for Historical Archaeology. 

 
Rapport, Nigel, and Andrew Dawson, editors (1998). Migrants of Identity: Perceptions of Home 

and Improvement in a World of Movement. Oxford: Berg. 

 

Romanucci-Ross, Lola, and George DeVos, editors (1995). Ethnic Identity: Creation, Conflict, 

Accommodation. Walnut Creek, CA: Altimira Press. 

 
Sackett, James R. (1985). Style and Ethnicity in the Kalahari: A Reply to Wiessner. American 

Antiquity 50(1): 154–159. 

 
Samford, Patricia (1996). The Archaeology of African-American Slavery and Material Culture. 

William and Mary Quarterly (3d series) 53(1): 87–114. 

 
Sarat, Austin (1997). Vengeance, Victims and the Identities of Law. 6 Social and Legal 

Studies 163-189.  

 

Schopflin, George (2000). Nations, Identity, Power: The New Politics of Europe. London: C. 

Hurst. 
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Shennan, Stephen J., editor (1989). Archaeological Approaches to Cultural Identity. London: 

Unwin Hyman. 

 
Singleton, Theresa A. and Mark D. Bograd (1995). The Archaeology of the African Diaspora in 

the Americas. Guides to the Archaeological Literature of the Immigrant Experience in America, 

No. 2. Tucson, Arizona: Society for Historical Archaeology. 

 
Spicer, Edward H. (1971). Persistent Cultural Systems. Science 174: 795–800. 

 
Sobel, Mechal (1987). The World They Made Together: Black and White Values in Eighteenth- 

Century Virginia. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press. 

 
Staski, Edward (1990). Studies in Ethnicity in North American Historical Archaeology. North 

American Archaeologist 11(2): 121–145. 

 
Sterner, Judy (1989). Who is Signalling Whom? Ceramic Style, Ethnicity and Taphonomy 

among the Sirak Bulahay.  Antiquity 63: 451–459. 

 
Stewart, Michael (2013). Roma and Gypsy “Ethnicity” as a Subject of Anthropological Inquiry. 

Annual Review of Anthropology 42: 415–432. 

 
Stewart-Abernathy, Leslie C., and B. L. Ruff (1989). A Good Man in Israel: Zooarchaeology and 

Assimilation in Antebellum Washington, Arkansas.  Historical Archaeology 23(2): 96– 

112. 

 
Stuckey, Sterling (1987). Slave Culture: Nationalist Theory and the Foundations of Black 

America. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Taylor, Charles (1994). The Politics of Recognition. In Multiculturalism, edited by Amy 

Gutman, pp. 25–73. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

 
Vermeulen, Hans, and Cora Govers, editors (1996). The Anthropology of Ethnicity: Beyond 

“Ethnic Groups and Boundaries”. Amsterdam: Het Spinhuis. 

 
Wicker, Frans-Rudolf (1997). Rethinking Nationalism and Ethnicity: The Struggle for Meaning 

and Order in Europe. London: Berg. 

 

Wiessner, Polly (1983). Style and Social Information in Kalahari San Projectile Points. American 

Antiquity 48(2): 253–276. 

 
Wiessner, Polly (1989). Style and Changing Relations between the Individual and Society. In 

The Meaning of Things: Material Culture and Symbolic Expression, edited by Ian Hodder, pp. 

56–63. London: Unwin Hyman. 

 
Wilkie, Laurie A. (2000). Creating Freedom: Material Culture and African American Identity at 
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Oakley Plantation, Louisiana, 1840-1950. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press. 

 
Williams, Brackette F. (1989). A Class Act: Anthropology and the Race to Nation across Ethnic 

Terrain. Annual Review of Anthropology 18: 401–444. 

 
Wobst, H. Martin (1977). Stylistic Behavior and Information Exchange. In Papers for the 

Director: Research Essays in Honor of James B. Griffin, edited by Charles E. Cleland, pp. 317–

342. Anthropological Papers, No. 61. Ann Arbor, Michigan: University of Michigan. 

 
Wobst, H. Martin (2000). Agency in (Spite of) Material Culture. In Agency in Archaeology, 

edited by Marcia-Anne Dobres and John E. Robb, pp. 40–50. London: Routledge. 

 
Yinger, J. Milton (1994). Ethnicity: Source of Strength? Source of Conflict? Albany: State 

University of New York Press. 

 
Yuval-Davis, Nira (2007). Intersectionality, Citizenship and Contemporary Politics of 

Belonging. Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy 10(4): 561– 

574. 

 

 
Additional Resources 

 

If you are interested in reading further on particular topics, I have also compiled bibliographies of 

additional print sources and a list of internet resources related to subjects of racism, racialization, 

social science investigations of legal structures, and social norms. These source lists, with links 

provided below, are not required readings and are provided only as suggested, additional resources 

should you be interested.  

 

Sources on Racism, Law, and Social Sciences; 

 

Sources on Anthropology and Law; and 

 

Sources on Social Norms and Law.   

  

http://faculty.las.illinois.edu/cfennell/syllabus/anth560/RacismLawSocialScienceSources.pdf
http://faculty.las.illinois.edu/cfennell/syllabus/anth560/AnthLawBibliography.pdf
http://faculty.las.illinois.edu/cfennell/syllabus/anth560/NormsBiblio.pdf

