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Speak the 
language 
of your 
flag:



American Community Survey
language question



“American taxpayers carry the costs of educating nearly 
four million foreign-born students who do no speak 
English.”



Washington Post, May 28, 1918, p. 2



The Trading with the Enemy Act of 1917

New York Times, Sept.25, 1917, p. 7.



In 1918 the New York Times reports on calls for banning foreign languages in general, 
and German in particular.



2003

1918







Ottumwa Semi-Weekly Courier, June 4, 1918, p. 7.

Quad City Times, June 2, 1918, p. 19



1918: Better American Speech
Week



The Watch Your Speech Pledge, 1918



Carter Practice School, Chicago:



Rep. Washington Jay McCormack, Montana



Christian Science Monitor, April 6, 1923, p. 3 

Chicago Tribune, Sept. 24, 1969, p. 3. 



1906 pledge for prospective citizens:



English Language Amendment, 1981

Sec, 1. The English language shall be the official language of the United States.

Sec. 2. Neither the United States nor any State shall make or enforce any law which 
requires the use of any language other than English.

Sec. 3. This article shall apply to laws, ordinances, regulations, orders, programs, and 
policies.

Sec. 4. No order or decree shall be issued by any court of the United States or of any 
State requiring that any proceedings, or matters to which this article applies be in 
any language other than English.

Sec. 5. This article shall not prohibit educational instruction in a language other than 
English as required as a transitional method of making students who use a language 
other than English proficient in English.

Sec. 6. The Congress and the States shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 



The English Language Unity Act has 
been before the US Congress since 
2005.



HR 997 requires what would appear to be a high level of English literacy for 
citizenship:



The 2017 Immigration in the National Interest Act



the proposed 2017-18 immigration reform bill in the 115th Congress

• to establish a skills-based immigration points system, 
• to focus family-sponsored immigration on spouses and minor children, 
• to eliminate the Diversity Visa Program, 
• to set a limit on the number of refugees admitted

minimum of 30 points required for visa

The language requirement:

Applicants with equal points and equal educational attainment shall be ranked 
according to their respective English language proficiency test rankings.

Points are determined by decile in an appropriate proficiency test (IELTS, TOEFL, 
or other approved test):

10th decile: 10 pts.
9th decile:  9 pts.
8th decile:  8 pts.

6-7th decile: 6 pts.
< 6th decile: 0 pts.



My point score:

• 10 pts. English language proficiency (est.)

• 0 pts. for age (> 50)

• 6 pts. for BA from US institution

• 0 pts.  for PhD from US institution in a non-STEM subject

• 0 pts. for “Extraordinary achievement” — Nobel Prize in science 
or social science = 25 pts; 15 points for Olympic medal (or 
equivalent sporting contest). 

• 8 pts. (of possible 12 pts) for job offer with salary higher than 
median household income. 

• 0 pts. (out of possible 6 pts) for investment in a US-based 
business > $1.35m (or 12 pts. for investment > $1.8m for 3 
years), and maintain a management role in said business.

my total: 24 pts

REJECTED



Spanish language version of the Star Spangled Banner, commissioned 
by the Bureau of Education as part of its Americanization campaign in 
1918, and supervised by John Philip Sousa.



Joey Vento, late owner of 
Gino’s Steaks, poses at the 
take-out window.



Dallas, Texas, police issued tickets for “Non-English speaking driver” even 
though there was no legal requirement that drivers speak English.



whitehouse.gov/espanol
went from this

to this, 
on Jan. 20, 2017:



The pro-Russian news site Tsarizm.com interviews ProEnglish Stephen Guschov at 
CPAC. 

L. Todd Wood, TsarizmStephen Guschov, ProEnglish




