ANCIENT ROMAN ART

PART 2




GAUL KILLING HIMSELF AND
HIS WIFE

3 C. AD










THE FLAVIAN AMPHITHEATRE (COLISEUM)

80 AD

CAPACITY: 70,000
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Named “colosseum” because it was
next to the colossus (giant statue) of
Nero, at the Domus Aurea.
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Built with money from the spoils of the

Siege of Jerusalem (70 AD). About

100,000 Jewish slaves came back
~along with the spoils.
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THE ARCH OF CONSTANTEEN E

ASSEMBLED FROM OTHER.PIEGES
21 AD
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Senatus populusgue romanus divo

Tito divi Vespasiani f. Vespasiano
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W TRAJAN'S COLUMN

A "eulogy” (saying only good
words) about Trajan, especially
the Dacian (Romanian)
campaign, over 155 marble
panels, wrapped around a
column just shy of 100 feet in
height. Completed in 113 AD.
== Has been compared by some
to a comic strip (Bayeux
tapestry), telling the story in a
linear, but figurative fashion.
Some famous scenes, but

overall, ‘illegible.’
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THE PANTH ‘ - ' / disc issed, but also Hadrian's work, |
" | drian built on top
made by Agrippa,
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HADRIAN'S EARLOBE




"Animula vagula blandula
Hospes comesque corporis
Quae nunc abibis in loca
Pallidula rigida nudula
Nec ut soles dabis iocos.”

~-EMPEROR HADRIAN, CONTEMPLATING DEATH



“Animula Vagu|a blandula “Little soul, wandering, flattering,

Hospes comesque Corporig Guest and partner of the body
Quae nunc abibis in loca What places will you go out to now?
Pallidula rigida nudula Pale, stark, bare ones
Nec ut SOleS dabis l0cos.” —and you won't play around like you do now.”

~-EMPEROR HADRIAN, CONTEMPLATING DEATH
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RELIEF, PRAETORIAN GUARD

The guards were increasingly
bribed over the course of the
Empire to support one
candidate or another for
Emperor; imagine if the
Secret Service chose the
President on the basis of

bribes. Constantine wisely
had them disbanded in the

early 300s.



EQUESTRIAN STATUE OF
MARCUS AURELIUS




Only preserved because

istaken for
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Obviously an imitation of Trajan’s
column, depicts victories against
the Germans and other central
European tribes. Considered an
inferior replica: repetitious,

propagandistic, less well-
preserved. It is, of course, bigger
than the other guy’s column. By

i

accident (?), it has ended up in
the piazza that faces the Prime
Minister’s building (palazzo
Chigi). Like Trajan’s column,

largely ‘illegible.’

MARCUS AURELIUS" COLUMN









PYRAMID OF CESTIUS

~15 BC; GAIUS
) CESTIUS WAS A
MAGISTRATE










THE BASILICA NOVA

COMPLETED AFTER THE BATTLE OF
MILVIAN BRIDGE, 312 AD
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